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Preamble 

The State Parties to this Convention, 
Determined to act with a view to achieving effective progress towards general and complete 

disarmament under strict and effective international control, including the prohibition and elimination of 
all types of weapons of mass destruction,  

Desiring to contribute to the realization of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations,  

Recalling that the General Assembly of the United Nations has repeatedly condemned all actions 
contrary to the principles and objectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of 
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva 
on 17June 1925 (the Geneva Protocol of 1925),  

Recognizing that this Convention reaffirms principles and objectives of and obligations assumed 
under the Geneva Protocol of 1925, and the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, 
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction 
signed at London, Moscow and Washington, on 10 April 1972,  

Bearing in mind the objective contained in Article IX of the Convention on the Prohibition of the 
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on 
their Destruction,  

Determined for the sake of all mankind, to exclude completely the possibility of the use of chemical 
weapons, through the implementation of the provisions of this Convention, thereby complementing the 
obligations assumed under the Geneva Protocol of 1925,  

Recognizing the prohibition, embodied in the pertinent agreements and relevant principles of 
international law, of the use of herbicides as a method of warfare,  

Considering that achievements in the field of chemistry should be used exclusively for the benefit of 
mankind,  

Desiring to promote free trade in chemicals as well as international cooperation and exchange of 
scientific and technical information in the field of chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under 
this Convention in order to enhance the economic and technological development of all States Parties,  

Convinced that the complete and effective prohibition of the development, production, acquisition, 
stockpiling, retention, transfer and use of chemical weapons, and their destruction, represent a necessary 
step towards the achievement of these common objectives,  

Have agreed as follows:  
 
Article I - General Obligations 
1. Each State Party to this Convention undertakes never under any circumstances:  



(a) To develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile or retain chemical weapons, or transfer, 
directly or indirectly, chemical weapons to anyone;  
(b) To use chemical weapons;  
(c) To engage in any military preparations to use chemical weapons;  
(d) To assist, encourage or induce, in any way, anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a 
State Party under this Convention.  

2. Each State Party undertakes to destroy chemical weapons it owns or possesses, or that are located in 
any place under its jurisdiction or control, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention. 
3. Each State Party undertakes to destroy all chemical weapons it abandoned on the territory of another 
State Party, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention.  
4. Each State Party undertakes to destroy any chemical weapons production facilities it owns or 
possesses, or that are located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, in accordance with the 
provisions of this Convention. 
5. Each State Party undertakes not to use riot control agents as a method of warfare.  
 
Article II - Definitions and Criteria 
For the purposes of this Convention:  
1. "Chemical Weapons" means the following, together or separately:  

(a) Toxic chemicals and their precursors, except where intended for purposes not prohibited 
under this Convention, as long as the types and quantities are consistent with such purposes;  
(b) Munitions and devices, specifically designed to cause death or other harm through the toxic 
properties of those toxic chemicals specified in subparagraph (a), which would be released as a 
result of the employment of such munitions and devices;  
(c) Any equipment specifically designed for use directly in connection with the employment of 
munitions and devices specified in subparagraph (b).  

2. "Toxic Chemical" means:  
Any chemical which through its chemical action on life processes can cause death, temporary 
incapacitation or permanent harm to humans or animals. This includes all such chemicals, regardless of 
their origin or of their method of production, and regardless of whether they are produced in facilities, in 
munitions or elsewhere.  
(For the purpose of implementing this Convention, toxic chemicals which have been identified for the 
application of verification measures are listed in Schedules contained in the Annex on Chemicals.)  
3. "Precursor" means:  
Any chemical reactant which takes part at any stage in the production by whatever method of a toxic 
chemical. This includes any key component of a binary or multicomponent chemical system.  
(For the purpose of implementing this Convention, precursors which have been identified for the 
application of verification measures are listed in Schedules contained in the Annex on Chemicals.)  
4. "Key Component of Binary or Multicomponent Chemical Systems" (hereinafter referred to as "key 
component") means:  
The precursor which plays the most important role in determining the toxic properties of the final 
product and reacts rapidly with other chemicals in the binary or multicomponent system.  
5. "Old Chemical Weapons" means:  

(a) Chemical weapons which were produced before 1925; or  



(b) Chemical weapons produced in the period between 1925 and 1946 that have deteriorated to 
such extent that they can no longer be used as chemical weapons.  

6. "Abandoned Chemical Weapons" means:  
Chemical weapons, including old chemical weapons, abandoned by a State after 1January 1925 on the 
territory of another State without the consent of the latter.  
7. "Riot Control Agent" means:  
Any chemical not listed in a Schedule, which can produce rapidly in humans sensory irritation or 
disabling physical effects which disappear within a short time following termination of exposure.  
8. "Chemical Weapons Production Facility":  

(a) Means any equipment, as well as any building housing such equipment, that was designed, 
constructed or used at any time since 1 January 1946:  

(i) As part of the stage in the production of chemicals ("final technological stage") where 
the material flows would contain, when the equipment is in operation:  

(1) Any chemical listed in Schedule 1 in the Annex on Chemicals; or  
(2) Any other chemical that has no use, above 1 tonne per year on the territory of 
a State Party or in any other place under the jurisdiction or control of a State 
Party, for purposes not prohibited under this Convention, but can be used for 
chemical weapons purposes; or  

(ii) For filling chemical weapons, including, inter alia, the filling of chemicals listed in 
Schedule 1 into munitions, devices or bulk storage containers; the filling of chemicals 
into containers that form part of assembled binary munitions and devices or into 
chemical submunitions that form part of assembled unitary munitions and devices, and 
the loading of the containers and chemical submunitions into the respective munitions 
and devices;  

(b) Does not mean:  
(i) Any facility having a production capacity for synthesis of chemicals specified in 
subparagraph (a) (i) that is less than 1 tonne;  
(ii) Any facility in which a chemical specified in subparagraph (a) (i) is or was produced as 
an unavoidable by-product of activities for purposes not prohibited under this 
Convention, provided that the chemical does not exceed 3 per cent of the total product 
and that the facility is subject to declaration and inspection under the Annex on 
Implementation and Verification (hereinafter referred to as "Verification Annex"); or  
(iii)The single small-scale facility for production of chemicals listed in Schedule 1 for 
purposes not prohibited under this Convention as referred to in Part VI of the 
Verification Annex.  

9. "Purposes Not Prohibited Under this Convention" means:  
(a) Industrial, agricultural, research, medical, pharmaceutical or other peaceful purposes;  
(b) Protective purposes, namely those purposes directly related to protection against toxic 
chemicals and to protection against chemical weapons; 
(c) Military purposes not connected with the use of chemical weapons and not dependent on the 
use of the toxic properties of chemicals as a method of warfare;  
(d) Law enforcement including domestic riot control purposes.  

10. "Production Capacity" means:  



The annual quantitative potential for manufacturing a specific chemical based on the technological 
process actually used or, if the process is not yet operational, planned to be used at the relevant facility. It 
shall be deemed to be equal to the nameplate capacity or, if the nameplate capacity is not available, to the 
design capacity. The nameplate capacity is the product output under conditions optimized for maximum 
quantity for the production facility, as demonstrated by one or more test-runs. The design capacity is the 
corresponding theoretically calculated product output.  
11. "Organization" means the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons established 
pursuant to Article VIII of this Convention.  
12. For the purposes of Article VI:  

(a) "Production" of a chemical means its formation through chemical reaction;  
(b) "Processing" of a chemical means a physical process, such as formulation, extraction and 
purification, in which a chemical is not converted into another chemical;  
(c) "Consumption" of a chemical means its conversion into another chemical via a chemical 
reaction.  

 
Article III – Declarations 

[…]  
 
Article IV - Chemical Weapons  
1. The provisions of this Article and the detailed procedures for its implementation shall apply to all 
chemical weapons owned or possessed by a State Party, or that are located in any place under its 
jurisdiction or control, except old chemical weapons and abandoned chemical weapons to which Part IV 
(B) of the Verification Annex applies.  
2. Detailed procedures for the implementation of this Article are set forth in the Verification Annex.  
3. All locations at which chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 are stored or destroyed shall be 
subject to systematic verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments, in 
accordance with Part IV(A) of the Verification Annex.  
4. Each State Party shall, immediately after the declaration under Article III, paragraph 1 (a), has been 
submitted, provide access to chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 for the purpose of systematic 
verification of the declaration through on-site inspection. Thereafter, each State Party shall not remove 
any of these chemical weapons, except to a chemical weapons destruction facility. It shall provide access 
to such chemical weapons, for the purpose of systematic on-site verification.  
5. Each State Party shall provide access to any chemical weapons destruction facilities and their storage 
areas, that it owns or possesses, or that are located in any place under its jurisdiction or control, for the 
purpose of systematic verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site instruments.  
6. Each State Party shall destroy all chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 pursuant to the 
Verification Annex and in accordance with the agreed rate and sequence of destruction (hereinafter 
referred to as "order of destruction"). Such destruction shall begin not later than two years after this 
Convention enters into force for it and shall finish not later than 10 years after entry into force of this 
Convention. A State Party is not precluded from destroying such chemical weapons at a faster rate.  
7. Each State Party shall:  

(a) Submit detailed plans for the destruction of chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 not 
later than 60 days before each annual destruction period begins, in accordance with Part IV (A), 



paragraph 29, of the Verification Annex; the detailed plans shall encompass all stocks to be 
destroyed during the next annual destruction period;  
(b) Submit declarations annually regarding the implementation of its plans for destruction of 
chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1, not later than 60 days after the end of each annual 
destruction period; and  
(c) Certify, not later than 30 days after the destruction process has been completed, that all 
chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 have been destroyed.  

8. If a State ratifies or accedes to this Convention after the 10-year period for destruction set forth in 
paragraph 6, it shall destroy chemical weapons specified in paragraph 1 as soon as possible. The order of 
destruction and procedures for stringent verification for such a State Party shall be determined by the 
Executive Council.  
9. Any chemical weapons discovered by a State Party after the initial declaration of chemical weapons 
shall be reported, secured and destroyed in accordance with Part IV (A) of the Verification Annex.  
10. Each State Party, during transportation, sampling, storage and destruction of chemical weapons, shall 
assign the highest priority to ensuring the safety of people and to protecting the environment. Each State 
Party shall transport, sample, store and destroy chemical weapons in accordance with its national 
standards for safety and emissions.  
11. Any State Party which has on its territory chemical weapons that are owned or possessed by another 
State, or that are located in any place under the jurisdiction or control of another State, shall make the 
fullest efforts to ensure that these chemical weapons are removed from its territory not later than one 
year after this Convention enters into force for it. If they are not removed within one year, the State Party 
may request the Organization and other States Parties to provide assistance in the destruction of these 
chemical weapons.  
12. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate with other States Parties that request information or 
assistance on a bilateral basis or through the Technical Secretariat regarding methods and technologies 
for the safe and efficient destruction of chemical weapons.  
13. In carrying out verification activities pursuant to this Article and Part IV (A) of the Verification 
Annex, the Organization shall consider measures to avoid unnecessary duplication of bilateral or 
multilateral agreements on verification of chemical weapons storage and their destruction among States 
Parties.  
To this end, the Executive Council shall decide to limit verification to measures complementary to those 
undertaken pursuant to such a bilateral or multilateral agreement, if it considers that:  

(a) Verification provisions of such an agreement are consistent with the verification provisions of 
this Article and Part IV (A) of the Verification Annex;  
(b) Implementation of such an agreement provides for sufficient assurance of compliance with 
the relevant provisions of this Convention; and  
(c) Parties to the bilateral or multilateral agreement keep the Organization fully informed about 
their verification activities.  

14. If the Executive Council takes a decision pursuant to paragraph 13, the Organization shall have the 
right to monitor the implementation of the bilateral or multilateral agreement.  
15. Nothing in paragraphs 13 and 14 shall affect the obligation of a State Party to provide declarations 
pursuant to Article III, this Article and Part IV (A) of the Verification Annex.  



16. Each State Party shall meet the costs of destruction of chemical weapons it is obliged to destroy. It 
shall also meet the costs of verification of storage and destruction of these chemical weapons unless the 
Executive Council decides otherwise. If the Executive Council decides to limit verification measures of 
the Organization pursuant to paragraph 13, the costs of complementary verification and monitoring by 
the Organization shall be paid in accordance with the United Nations scale of assessment, as specified in 
Article VIII, paragraph 7.  
17. The provisions of this Article and the relevant provisions of Part IV of the Verification Annex shall 
not, at the discretion of a State Party, apply to chemical weapons buried on its territory before 1 January 
1977 and which remain buried, or which had been dumped at sea before 1 January 1985.  
 
Article V - Chemical Weapons Production Facilities  

[…] 
 
Article VI - Activities not Prohibited under this Convention  
1. Each State Party has the right, subject to the provisions of this Convention, to develop, produce, 
otherwise acquire, retain, transfer and use toxic chemicals and their precursors for purposes not 
prohibited under this Convention.  
2. Each State Party shall adopt the necessary measures to ensure that toxic chemicals and their precursors 
are only developed, produced, otherwise acquired, retained, transferred, or used within its territory or in 
any other place under its jurisdiction or control for purposes not prohibited under this Convention. To 
this end, and in order to verify that activities are in accordance with obligations under this Convention, 
each State Party shall subject toxic chemicals and their precursors listed in Schedules 1, 2 and 3 of the 
Annex on Chemicals, facilities related to such chemicals, and other facilities as specified in the 
Verification Annex, that are located on its territory or in any other place under its jurisdiction or control, 
to verification measures as provided in the Verification Annex.  
3. Each State Party shall subject chemicals listed in Schedule 1 (hereinafter referred to as "Schedule 1 
chemicals") to the prohibitions on production, acquisition, retention, transfer and use as specified in Part 
VI of the Verification Annex. It shall subject Schedule 1 chemicals and facilities specified in Part VI of 
the Verification Annex to systematic verification through on-site inspection and monitoring with on-site 
instruments in accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex.  
4. Each State Party shall subject chemicals listed in Schedule 2 (hereinafter referred to as "Schedule 2 
chemicals") and facilities specified in Part VII of the Verification Annex to data monitoring and on-site 
verification in accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex.  
5. Each State Party shall subject chemicals listed in Schedule 3 (hereinafter referred to as "Schedule 3 
chemicals") and facilities specified in Part VIII of the Verification Annex to data monitoring and on-site 
verification in accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex.  
6. Each State Party shall subject facilities specified in Part IX of the Verification Annex to data 
monitoring and eventual on-site verification in accordance with that Part of the Verification Annex 
unless decided otherwise by the Conference of the States Parties pursuant to Part IX, paragraph 22, of 
the Verification Annex.  
7. Not later than 30 days after this Convention enters into force for it, each State Party shall make an 
initial declaration on relevant chemicals and facilities in accordance with the Verification Annex.  



8. Each State Party shall make annual declarations regarding the relevant chemicals and facilities in 
accordance with the Verification Annex.  
9. For the purpose of on-site verification, each State Party shall grant to the inspectors access to facilities 
as required in the Verification Annex.  
10. In conducting verification activities, the Technical Secretariat shall avoid undue intrusion into the 
State Party's chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under this Convention and, in particular, 
abide by the provisions set forth in the Annex on the Protection of Confidential Information (hereinafter 
referred to as "Confidentiality Annex").  
11. The provisions of this Article shall be implemented in a manner which avoids hampering the 
economic or technological development of States Parties, and international cooperation in the field of 
chemical activities for purposes not prohibited under this Convention including the international 
exchange of scientific and technical information and chemicals and equipment for the production, 
processing or use of chemicals for purposes not prohibited under this Convention.  
 
Article VII - National Implementation Measures  

General undertakings  
1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with its constitutional processes, adopt the necessary measures to 
implement its obligations under this Convention. In particular, it shall: 

(a) Prohibit natural and legal persons anywhere on its territory or in any other place under its 
jurisdiction as recognized by international law from undertaking any activity prohibited to a State 
Party under this Convention, including enacting penal legislation with respect to such activity;  
(b) Not permit in any place under its control any activity prohibited to a State Party under this 
Convention; and  
(c) Extend its penal legislation enacted under subparagraph (a) to any activity prohibited to a 
State Party under this Convention undertaken anywhere by natural persons, possessing its 
nationality, in conformity with international law.  

2. Each State Party shall cooperate with other States Parties and afford the appropriate form of legal 
assistance to facilitate the implementation of the obligations under paragraph 1.  
3. Each State Party, during the implementation of its obligations under this Convention, shall assign the 
highest priority to ensuring the safety of people and to protecting the environment, and shall cooperate 
as appropriate with other State Parties in this regard.  
 

Relations between the State Party and the Organization 
4. In order to fulfil its obligations under this Convention, each State Party shall designate or establish a 
National Authority to serve as the national focal point for effective liaison with the Organization and 
other States Parties. Each State Party shall notify the Organization of its National Authority at the time 
that this Convention enters into force for it.  
5. Each State Party shall inform the Organization of the legislative and administrative measures taken to 
implement this Convention.  
6. Each State Party shall treat as confidential and afford special handling to information and data that it 
receives in confidence from the Organization in connection with the implementation of this Convention. 
It shall treat such information and data exclusively in connection with its rights and obligations under this 
Convention and in accordance with the provisions set forth in the Confidentiality Annex.  



7. Each State Party undertakes to cooperate with the Organization in the exercise of all its functions and 
in particular to provide assistance to the Technical Secretariat.  
 
Article VIII - The Organization 

[…] 
 
Article IX - Consultations, Cooperation and Fact-Finding 

[…] 
 
Article X - Assistance and Protection Against Chemical Weapons 

[…] 
 
Article XI - Economic and Technological Development  

[…] 
 
Article XII - Measures to Redress a Situation and to Ensure Compliance, including Sanctions 
1. The Conference shall take the necessary measures, as set forth in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, to ensure 
compliance with this Convention and to redress and remedy any situation which contravenes the 
provisions of this Convention. In considering action pursuant to this paragraph, the Conference shall 
take into account all information and recommendations on the issues submitted by the Executive 
Council.  
2. In cases where a State Party has been requested by the Executive Council to take measures to redress a 
situation raising problems with regard to its compliance, and where the State Party fails to fulfil the 
request within the specified time, the Conference may, inter alia, upon the recommendation of the 
Executive Council, restrict or suspend the State Party's rights and privileges under this Convention until 
it undertakes the necessary action to conform with its obligations under this Convention.  
3. In cases where serious damage to the object and purpose of this Convention may result from activities 
prohibited under this Convention, in particular by Article I, the Conference may recommend collective 
measures to States Parties in conformity with international law.  
4. The Conference shall, in cases of particular gravity, bring the issue, including relevant information and 
conclusions, to the attention of the United Nations General Assembly and the United Nations Security 
Council.  
 
Article XIII - Relation to other International Agreements  
Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as in any way limiting or detracting from the obligations 
assumed by any State under the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 
1925, and under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction, signed at London, Moscow 
and Washington on 10 April 1972.  
 
Article XIV - Settlement of Disputes  



1. Disputes that may arise concerning the application or the interpretation of this Convention shall be 
settled in accordance with the relevant provisions of this Convention and in conformity with the 
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.  
2. When a dispute arises between two or more States Parties, or between one or more States Parties and 
the Organization, relating to the interpretation or application of this Convention, the parties concerned 
shall consult together with a view to the expeditious settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by other 
peaceful means of the parties' choice, including recourse to appropriate organs of this Convention and, 
by mutual consent, referral to the International Court of Justice in conformity with the Statute of the 
Court. The States Parties involved shall keep the Executive Council informed of actions being taken.  
3. The Executive Council may contribute to the settlement of a dispute by whatever means it deems 
appropriate, including offering its good offices, calling upon the States Parties to a dispute to start the 
settlement process of their choice and recommending a time-limit for any agreed procedure.  
4. The Conference shall consider questions related to disputes raised by States Parties or brought to its 
attention by the Executive Council. The Conference shall, as it finds necessary, establish or entrust 
organs with tasks related to the settlement of these disputes in conformity with Article VIII, paragraph 21 
(f).  
5. The Conference and the Executive Council are separately empowered, subject to authorization from 
the General Assembly of the United Nations, to request the International Court of Justice to give an 
advisory opinion on any legal question arising within the scope of the activities of the Organization. An 
agreement between the Organization and the United Nations shall be concluded for this purpose in 
accordance with Article VIII, paragraph 34 (a).  
6. This Article is without prejudice to Article IX or to the provisions on measures to redress a situation 
and to ensure compliance, including sanctions. 
 
Article XV - Amendments  
1. Any State Party may propose amendments to this Convention. Any State Party may also propose 
changes, as specified in paragraph 4, to the Annexes of this Convention. Proposals for amendments shall 
be subject to the procedures in paragraphs 2 and 3. Proposals for changes, as specified in paragraph 4, 
shall be subject to the procedures in paragraph 5.  
2. The text of a proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Director-General for circulation to all 
States Parties and to the Depositary. The proposed amendment shall be considered only by an 
Amendment Conference. Such an Amendment Conference shall be convened if one third or more of the 
States Parties notify the Director-General not later than 30 days after its circulation that they support 
further consideration of the proposal. The Amendment Conference shall be held immediately following a 
regular session of the Conference unless the requesting States Parties ask for an earlier meeting. In no 
case shall an Amendment Conference be held less than 60 days after the circulation of the proposed 
amendment.  
3. Amendments shall enter into force for all States Parties 30 days after deposit of the instruments of 
ratification or acceptance by all the States Parties referred to under subparagraph (b) below:  

(a) When adopted by the Amendment Conference by a positive vote of a majority of all States 
Parties with no State Party casting a negative vote; and  
(b) Ratified or accepted by all those States Parties casting a positive vote at the Amendment 
Conference.  



4. In order to ensure the viability and the effectiveness of this Convention, provisions in the Annexes 
shall be subject to changes in accordance with paragraph 5, if proposed changes are related only to 
matters of an administrative or technical nature. All changes to the Annex on Chemicals shall be made in 
accordance with paragraph 5. Sections A and C of the Confidentiality Annex, Part X of the Verification 
Annex, and those definitions in Part I of the Verification Annex which relate exclusively to challenge 
inspections, shall not be subject to changes in accordance with paragraph 5.  
5. Proposed changes referred to in paragraph 4 shall be made in accordance with the following 
procedures:  

(a) The text of the proposed changes shall be transmitted together with the necessary information 
to the Director-General. Additional information for the evaluation of the proposal may be 
provided by any State Party and the Director-General. The Director-General shall promptly 
communicate any such proposals and information to all States Parties, the Executive Council and 
the Depositary;  
(b) Not later than 60 days after its receipt, the Director-General shall evaluate the proposal to 
determine all its possible consequences for the provisions of this Convention and its 
implementation and shall communicate any such information to all States Parties and the 
Executive Council;  
(c) The Executive Council shall examine the proposal in the light of all information available to 
it, including whether the proposal fulfils the requirements of paragraph 4. Not later than 90 days 
after its receipt, the Executive Council shall notify its recommendation, with appropriate 
explanations, to all States Parties for consideration. States Parties shall acknowledge receipt 
within 10 days;  
(d) If the Executive Council recommends to all States Parties that the proposal be adopted, it 
shall be considered approved if no State Party objects to it within 90 days after receipt of the 
recommendation. If the Executive Council recommends that the proposal be rejected, it shall be 
considered rejected if no State Party objects to the rejection within 90 days after receipt of the 
recommendation;  
(e) If a recommendation of the Executive Council does not meet with the acceptance required 
under subparagraph (d), a decision on the proposal, including whether it fulfils the requirements 
of paragraph 4, shall be taken as a matter of substance by the Conference at its next session;  
(f) The Director-General shall notify all States Parties and the Depositary of any decision under 
this paragraph;  
(g) Changes approved under this procedure shall enter into force for all States Parties 180 days 
after the date of notification by the Director-General of their approval unless another time 
period is recommended by the Executive Council or decided by the Conference.  

 
Article XVI - Duration and Withdrawal  
1. This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.  
2. Each State Party shall, in exercising its national sovereignty, have the right to withdraw from this 
Convention if it decides that extraordinary events, related to the subject-matter of this Convention, have 
jeopardized the supreme interests of its country. It shall give notice of such withdrawal 90 days in 
advance to all other States Parties, the Executive Council, the Depositary and the United Nations Security 



Council. Such notice shall include a statement of the extraordinary events it regards as having jeopardized 
its supreme interests.  
3. The withdrawal of a State Party from this Convention shall not in any way affect the duty of States to 
continue fulfilling the obligations assumed under any relevant rules of international law, particularly the 
Geneva Protocol of 1925.  
 
Article XVII - Status of the Annexes  
The Annexes form an integral part of this Convention. Any reference to this Convention includes the 
Annexes.  
 
Article XVIII - Signature  
This Convention shall be open for signature for all States before its entry into force.  
 
Article XIX - Ratification  
This Convention shall be subject to ratification by States Signatories according to their respective 
constitutional processes.  
 
Article XX - Accession  
Any State which does not sign this Convention before its entry into force may accede to it at any time 
thereafter. 
 
Article XXI - Entry into Force  
1. This Convention shall enter into force 180 days after the date of the deposit of the 65th instrument of 
ratification, but in no case earlier than two years after its opening for signature.  
2. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to the entry into 
force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the 30th day following the date of deposit of their 
instrument of ratification or accession.  
 
Article XXII - Reservations  
The Articles of this Convention shall not be subject to reservations. The Annexes of this Convention 
shall not be subject to reservations incompatible with its object and purpose.  
 
Article XXIII - Depositary  
The Secretary-General of the United Nations is hereby designated as the Depositary of this Convention 
and shall, inter alia:  

(a) Promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of 
deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession and the date of the entry into force of this 
Convention, and of the receipt of other notices;  
(b) Transmit duly certified copies of this Convention to the Governments of all signatory and 
acceding States; and  
(c) Register this Convention pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

 
Article XXIV - Authentic Texts  



This Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally 
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized to that effect, have signed this 
Convention.  

 
Done at Paris on the thirteenth day of January, one thousand nine hundred and ninety-three. 


